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Annual Report for 2024/5

The membership has increased slightly to 144, the deaths of 4 member offset by 8 new members. The annual show was held again at the Gibson Hall in Garelochhead. The show was again very successful, though entries were slightly down on account of late frosts in some areas. The plant sale was most successful with over £1000 being taken. The seed exchange also contributed almost £1000 over the year. The accounts for the year showed a profit of £2700.

There were several charitable activities carried out during the year. A Spring Tour for members was held in the Dundee area, with visits to Branklyn Gardens, Dundee Botanic Gardens and Glendoick among others. An Autmn Conference was held at Benmore Botanic Gardens with lectures on a range of topics and a tour of the garden. Over the winter three lectures were provided for members via Zoom. Two grants were made from the Exploration and Education Fund, one of £1000 as a contribution for a study tour in the mountains of Sechuan, the other of £500 for an internship at Benmore Botanic Gardens. 

Two Review publications were circulated during the year to members, both containing a range of articles. The Website has been refreshed and considerably expanded to contain more information about the Society and also rhododendrons in general. The membership Brochure is also being updated. A wide-ranging review of plant diseases potentially affecting rhododendrons has been prepared and will be published in a future Review.

An approach has been received from the Rhododendron Species Conservation Group (RSCG). The RSCG has been experiencing organisational difficulties and there has been a proposal that it should be wound up with its members and interests being transferred to the SRS. Active discussions are ongoing on this proposal. One implication would be that the Constitution of the SRS might need to be modified to put more emphasis on conservation.   

