


Chair’s Report for the year 2024 
 
Membership Numbers 2024 
Honorary   4 

Adult       220 

Junior         4 

Overseas  11 (USA 4, Germany 3, France 2, Australia 1, Spain 1) 

Given the numbers above it seems particularly pleasing that we had almost 150 people attend our 

Festival in Cambridge in April this year with additional people on site who were running workshops 

and performing.  It had a great atmosphere and clearly was very successful from many perspectives 

and for many attendees.  Especial thanks must go to Moonlight Mandolin Orchestra who provided a 

lot of support to ensure it’s smooth running and to the BMG Federation Committee members who 

were fundamental to its success.  

The British Fretted Orchestra, (BFO) met for a weekend in Leeds in February and performed at the 

Festival.  BFO has proved a very worthwhile initiative and continues to engage players from the 

length and breadth of the country – certainly Glasgow to Brighton and Shropshire to Norwich.  The 

possibilities of a presence in Bruchsal, Germany for the Federation of German Plucked String 

Musicians (BDZ) 2026 eurofestival are now being more actively followed up as a focus for the BFO’s 

development. 

Summer School was at Higham Hall in 2024 and this is now becoming one of the two venues 

together with Halsway Manor that we can currently find suitable to run the event.  It proved a very 

successful weekend for all three groups of players and the interaction between the different classes 

also adds considerably to the benefits and enjoyment of the weekend.  

It is easy to take for granted the work that BMG Federation Committee members do on your behalf, 

but I would like to specifically thank  for his work on our website over the past year.  has 

now returned to Australia for a time and has passed this work on to  joined 

the Committee in July to take responsibility for our website and digital presence, and we are very 

grateful for his support.   also leaves behind an archive of music gleaned from a number of 

orchestras.  This music is available to orchestra/group leaders, and we would be delighted if it proves 

of interest. 

The Treasurer’s report is also attached to this email and it’s so easy to take this function for granted, 

so I would like to extend particular thanks to  too, where the volume of work during a 

Festival year is particularly demanding.   

 continues to bring a real professionalism to the look and content of our Newsletter, 

and  has taken on organising their printing and posting so thanks again to them 

and to Martyn Workman as well for managing the membership so efficiently.  

,  have all made most 

valuable contributions to the Committee and I am personally grateful to them.  We look forward to a 

successful year in 2025 and welcome your support and engagement with you at our activities over 

the year to come.  

 

 









 
Trustees’ Annual Report  
For the Year Ended 31 December 2024 
The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report together with the financial 
statements and the independent examiner’s report for the year ended 31 December 
2024 

Reference & Administrative Information  
Charity Name 
The British BMG Federation  
 
Charity No  
SC038957 

Address  
The Ramblers, 
Furze Lane 
Stock 
Essex 
CM4 9RW 
 
 
Current Trustees 

            Member 
 Chair 
 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Member 
 Member 
 Member  

 
Independent Examiner:  

) 
Fife Voluntary Action, 
Craig Mitchell House, Flemington Road 
Glenrothes 
KY7 5QF 
 
Structure Governance & Management  
 
Constitution 
The Charity is an unincorporated association, which was founded at a Rally in Blackpool 
in 1929.  It is governed by its constitution dated March 2004, which was last amended in 
8th November 2007. The Federation was granted charitable status by OSCR 16th 
November 2007. 
 





British Fretted Orchestra (BFO)    
 
The British Fretted Orchestra, (BFO) met for a weekend in Leeds in February and 
performed at the Festival. BFO has proved a very worthwhile initiative and continues to 
engage players from the length and breadth of the country – certainly Glasgow to 
Brighton and Shropshire to Norwich. The possibilities of a presence in Bruchsal, Germany 
for the Federation of German Plucked String Musicians (BDZ) 2026 Eurofestival are now 
being more actively followed up as a focus for the BFO’s development. 
 
 
 
Summer School 2025 
 
Summer School was at Higham Hall in 2024 and this is now becoming one of the two 
venues together with Halsway Manor that we can currently find suitable to run the event. 
It proved a very successful weekend for all three groups of players and the interaction 
between the different classes also adds considerably to the benefits and enjoyment of 
the weekend. Halsway Manor has been booked for June 2025. 
 
 
BMG Federation Newsletter 
 
The quarterly newsletter continues to be very popular with members. It is our main 
means of informing members on events, publications and other news. Various articles 
and the sheet music is well received. I would like to express my thanks to  
and  who oversee the newsletter and  who has kindly 
taken on the task of posting the newsletters to the members. 
 
 
Members 
Finally, I would like to thank all members for your continued support of the Federation, 
and for the invaluable time spent by , our Membership Secretary. 
 
 
 
Financial Review 
 
Subscription Income. 

The total received for the year was up by 8% on the sum received in 2023. This was 
principally due to the interest shown in our bi-annual Festival 

The Festival. 

The total income from participants, traders, members of the various audiences, 
amounted to just over £18,200. Total expenditure was just under £24,300. This 
amounted to a loss of approximately £6,080. 

There have been significant cost increases since the Federation held the last Festival, 
particularly in respect of the type of accommodation needed to stage such an event. In 
addition, the cost of hiring top quality musicians for the concerts has increased. 



The loss mentioned above, would have consumed a fair proportion of the Federations 
reserves, and taken some time to replace. 

Fortunately,  had previous experience in applying for grants from Arts 
Council England. She submitted a claim in advance of the Festival, and her application 
was successful. Arts Council England gave the Federation a grant of £5,000, which 
reduced the loss to just over £1,000. 

We are most grateful for Nicki’s efforts in making the claim, and to Arts Council England 
for their support in enabling us to host the event for a wide range of musicians. 

Overheads. 

There are two specific running costs that are worthy of comment. They are: 

1. The cost of membership of “Making Music” and the insurance cover that we enjoy 
through our membership has increased by about £450. This is as a result of the extra 
insurance cover required for the Festival, and £211 paid to the Performing Rights 
Society for the use of copyrighted music. 

2. The combined cost of Bank charges and PayPal fees has fallen by £420 compared to 
2023. Bank charges have fallen by £675 having moved the account to HSBC. PayPal 
fees have increased in the year by £250. This arose from the handling charges of 
bookings for the Festival. 

Profit and Loss. 

Despite the loss sustained from hosting the Festival, the overall profit for the year 
amounted to £200, after taking into account the other income received by the 
Federation. 

Financial Position. 

The overall results for the year do not show large sums generated for the Federation. This 
is far outweighed by the success of the Festival in Cambridge in April. The small profit 
earned in the year leaves the Federation in a good position to carry on with its aims in 
2025. 

 

  

  

Treasurer  

 




