Annual Report

In 2005, a group of Blind and Partially Sighted people had an idea, and this idea was to form a charity. The founders of the charity called themselves BASE (Blind Activities Support Events). BASE would be run by vision impaired people for vision impaired people resident in North East Fife.

BASE continues to encourage those with a vision impairment to engage in activities and reduce isolation for those who are unaware of our small charity. BASE recognises the importance of maintaining as much social contact as possible. Therefore, BASE constantly sees the importance of those who have such a disability and address the needs of vision impaired people. 

We have a varied programme of events which we visit on the first Thursday of each month throughout the year. These events are suggested by participants and are always open to new ideas. The benefits are for those people who are registered severely sight impaired, and whose lives are transformed by the contact they have with others in a similar position. 

Feedback from members indicates that participating in new activities is vital for social interaction. Meeting regularly is also crucial in addressing issues of isolation. 

We depend on volunteer guides and drivers who receive training in sighted guiding, and they too find their lives enhanced by their involvement. 

There are currently 22 BASE participants, resident in North East Fife, and currently there are 17 volunteers registered with BASE. We are always active in recruiting volunteers, whether it be through advertising, using Fife Voluntary Action or by word of mouth. Transport is provided by BASE volunteers as well as RVS drivers. This is usually funded by the Lady Margaret Skiffington Trust dependent on budget. 

The management committee, which consists of 10 Trustees and 2 co-opted members, some of whom are visually impaired, meets every 6-8 weeks to carry out the usual committee duties involved in the general running of the charity. 

After many years’ sterling service Angela has decided to step down as a Trustee.

On behalf of the Trustees, participants and volunteers I would like to express BASE’s sincere gratitude to Angela for all she has achieved. 

Interacting with participants and volunteers of BASE, it is clear that everyone involved with BASE continues to maintain a positive attitude and everyone enjoys keeping in contact with each other.

This would not be possible without the dedicated support of our trustees and volunteers alike.

This year, once again, participants and volunteers enjoyed a varied programme of events, both indoors and outdoors. 

Some particular highlights included a visit to the Kelpies on a glorious sunny day. This was made all the more rewarding as the trip was supposed to be a boat trip on the Falkirk Wheel, but was cancelled at the last minute when the boat broke down!

Other highlights included a tour, with an exceptional guide, round the Vintage Bus Museum near Dunfermline and a distillery tour and tasting at the Rosebank Distillery near Falkirk. The Byre show was a treat and Marion’s Friends at Balmullo Bowling Club once again gave us a very warm welcome. 

Feedback from participants is actively sought as well as reviewing health and safety issues of the venues, which are visited and risk assessed prior to each event by our volunteer events co-ordinator. Two volunteers organise transport for each event and liaise with RVS. Another BASE trustee has responsibility for publicity. The website - www.basefife.org.uk is administered by a BASE volunteer and the website is hosted by Digital Fife. 

The Trustees have continued to deal with fundraising.

In addition, regular can collections from W & J Horsburgh Fish Merchants, along with other local outlets, have been particularly supportive. We appreciate the kindness of our volunteers who have provided their experience and knowledge to help others positively for the common good. 

Andy Hamilton, chairman.
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Current Trustees
Office Bearers
Chair                    Andy Hamilton
Vice-Chair           Gladys Taylor
Secretary             Morag Stewart/Liz Waugh
Treasurer            Ab Hachemi (co-opted)

Trustees:
Marion Slater
Janice Thomson
Angela Williams
Wilma Brown 
Bruce Reid 
Sandra Reid (27th October 2025)
Heather Gibson ( co-opted appointed  March 2026)


BASE EVENTS 2025-2026

2025

3rd April		The Kelpies, Falkirk
1st May		Kirkcaldy Museum & Galleries
5th June		Bowbridge Alpacas
4th July		Balmullo Bowling
4th September	Edinburgh Zoo
2nd October	Vintage Bus Museum, Lathallan
6th November	Rosebank Distillery, Camelon
4th December	Christmas Lunch, Upper Largo Hotel

2026

7th March		Shrek The Musical, Byre Theatre
	
