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Charity Reorganisation – Summary of Application

Type of Scheme
Miss Annie Mathieson Trust, SC002704 has applied to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) for approval of a reorganisation scheme for a transfer of the property of the charity (after satisfaction of liabilities) to another charity under section 42(3)(b) of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 (the 2005 Act).

The trustees propose to transfer the assets of the charity to: Netherthird Initiative for Community Empowerment (NICE), SC045565

Reasons for reorganisation/Background to Reorganisation

The trust was established by deed of trust in 1978 to provide financial assistance to women experiencing financial hardship within the Burgh of Cumnock and Holmhead. Specifically, the trust was intended to benefit unmarried women and certain widows who had lived in the area for at least three years and who the trustees considered to be in need of support. 

Assistance was to be provided through cash payments or gifts, with trustees having discretion to consider each individual's circumstances and determine the nature and level of support provided.

Reorganisation conditions

The trustees suggest that the following reorganisation condition is met:

42(2)(a)(ii) that some or all of the purposes of the charity can no longer be given effect to (whether or not in accordance with the directions or spirit of its constitution).

The trustees suggest the condition is met because: 

The charity was set up to support spinsters and widows resident in Cumnock and Holmhead, who through no fault of their own, have fallen on hard times and are in need of financial assistance. 
Today, there exists a state pension system which did not exist when the charity was established, as well as other benefits for which men and women are eligible to apply and which reflect level of need. The need for the type of support envisaged by the charity’s founders is therefore very much diminished.
Reorganisation outcomes

The trustees suggest that the following reorganisation outcome is met:

39(1)(b)(i) that the proposed reorganisation scheme will enable the resources of the charity to be applied to better effect for charitable purposes consistently with the spirit of its constitution, having regard to changes in social and economic conditions since it was constituted.

The trustees suggest the outcome is met because the trust’s purposes have not been capable of being fulfilled for some time as a result of changes in societal and economic circumstances and the conditions required of the purposes of the funds distribution meaning it was difficult to find beneficiaries. In addition, the property of the income does not provide enough income to provide meaningful public benefit and cover the required annual running costs of the trust's financial and administrative needs.

As such, the trustees intend to transfer the remaining assets to the Netherthird Initiative for Community Empowerment (NICE) (SC045565) to support older people in the Cumnock area. The assets will be ringfenced to ensure that they are only used for the benefit of the elderly in the area who are in need.

The trustees believe that this will enable the remaining resources of the charity to be applied to better effect for charitable purposes consistently with the spirit of the trusts original purpose.

How to make a representation in relation to the proposed reorganisation scheme

Any person may make a representation to OSCR either supporting or opposing this proposed reorganisation scheme. Should you wish to make a representation, you may do so by writing to OSCR providing the following information:

· Your name and address 
· The name of the charity concerned  
· The nature of the representation and reasons for it

These are the terms of Regulation 5 of the Charities Reorganisation (Scotland) Regulations 2007).

Representations should be sent to OSCR by post or email

Postal:	OSCR 
2nd Floor Quadrant House 
Riverside Drive 
Dundee 
DD1 4NY

Email: 		info@oscr.org.uk 

Representations can be made up to 14 days following the end of the publication period.  The latest date for the receipt of representations is 03 November 2026 

We cannot accept representations via social media channels.

Copies of any representations will be provided to the applicant charity for comment. If you do not wish the charity to be provided with your personal details, please indicate this in your representation.  

Personal details will otherwise be disclosed to the applicant charity. 

Please contact us by email or by telephone on 01382 220446 if you have any questions about the submission of a representation.

     OSCR
22 September 2026
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